
             The Martyring of Matthew Barrie: 
            “I wasn’t bothering anyone. I wasn’t attending the meetings and elders came 
after me to get evidence against me to disfellowship me. That’s exactly what’s happened here. 
Now, I hope you all can be quite happy with it, what’s happened here… - Matthew Barrie 
(58:09 – Podcast 10)

“…it was you brothers who instigated this action against me and it was you who went 
looking for evidence and you gathered that evidence from shepherding visits. …I feel it’s 
grossly inappropriate to obtain information from people on a…on a personal basis.” – 
Matthew Barrie (58:21 – Podcast 10), (58:57 – Podcast 10)

Matthew: I’m in good standing with God, R... 
Judicial Chairman: You really believe…?
Matthew: Yes, a hundred percent I believe that, yeah. That’s one of my personal 

beliefs. (1:00:36) 

“Let a man so appraise us as being subordinates of Christ and stewards of sacred 
secrets of God. Besides, in this case, what is looked for in stewards is for a man to be found 
faithful. Now to me it is a very trivial matter that I should be examined by you or by a human 
tribunal. Even I do not examine myself. For I am not conscious of anything against myself. 
Yet by this I am not proved righteous, but he that examines me is Jehovah.” – I Corinthians 
4:1 - 4, New World Translation

Recording at “Death or Obedience” in iTunes or go to http://
deathorobedience.blogspot.com/search/label/podcast

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made, using personal voice recognition, to match 
voices with names found in these recorded podcasts. I have no personal relationship with the 
persons involved, and have sought to be as accurate as possible with everything that has 
been said. Due to two or more persons talking simultaneously, or where voices are too low to 
hear with any accuracy, minor transcript errors may have occurred. This is not intentional. 

Notice: While I have endeavoured to record conversations accurately, the purpose of 
adding bold lettering is to highlight what I personally feel are major ethical issues that are 
explained and analysed in my essay: The Martyring of Matthew Barrie – A Study in Ethics.

Podcast 10

(0:00) Judicial Elder Two: Just to explain that, er, you know, just taken out of this, 
um, just to give you an example of the sort of thing. Um, (Prosecution Witness Two) and 
(Prosecution Witness One) could come in and give two different stories. Well, in that case, 
the…their testimony wouldn’t really add up, you know, ‘cause it has to be at the mouth of 
two witnesses, or, two…or better still, three witnesses, you know. Um, this situation’s a wee 
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bit different because what we’re talking about is words said, or ‘I heard him say such and 
such,’ ‘I heard him saying something else.’ 

Um, (I’ll) give you a different example. Um, supposing, um, one witness saw me 
going down the street smoking a cigarette, that’s just  one person saw me and I deny  it, I say, 
‘No, I never did that, just his word against me, against mine, and so it  doesn’t count.’ 
However, if somebody  else saw me smoking a cigarette on a different occasion, then of those 
two different occasions it’s the same act, you get what I mean, and those two witnesses’ 
testimony would add together to make it solid, if you get what I mean. Um, whereas I say, 
this…this is a kind of different situation obviously, because what we’re talking about  is, ‘He 
said this…’ and ‘I said that…’ and so forth, you know. 

Um, but if there is corroboration between the two witnesses, er, even though different 
occasions, but the things that you said to them of the same sort, if you get what I mean, what 
I’m talking about… (1:28)
 Matthew: But they were both on a shepherding visit, A......., so…
 Judicial Elder Two: I know, aye, but I’m talking about outside of the shepherding, er, 
setting. Now, obviously (Prosecution Witness Two)’s talking about personal conversations 
with you. Um…
 Matthew: Well, what I said to (Prosecution Witness One) at the Hall, n…nothing of 
what I said to (Prosecution Witness One) at the Hall constitutes, um, a difference of, um, 
teachings with Jehovah’s Witnesses, because I’m certain on that that  I didn’t  say anything to 
(Prosecution Witness One). Um, he brought up  the thing about worship, all I asked him were 
the questions that I said to him and the answers that he gave, and then I said that I haven’t 
taught anyone what my private views are anyway, R... And (Prosecution Witness One) said I 
had, and that wasn’t true as well.
 Judicial Chairman: See, before we go any further, Matthew, is there…we were 
asked to…have you any witnesses to…to bring forth?

Matthew: Well, I mean, that depends how far you want to take it, um, the things…
the things that are counter-claims against what we said. Um, the reason I came down to the 
Hall that time was to question (Prosecution Witness One) about what he said to (my 
mother-in-law). Now, I asked him about, um, three separate things that  he said and he 
couldn’t remember having said any of them. He couldn’t remember his words and that was 
only a few weeks ago, so I would think that if (Prosecution Witness One) can’t remember 
what he said a few weeks ago on a shepherding visit, then, how…what…what light does 
that cast upon what he said to me in October. The things that he said to (my mother-in-law), 
um, were in relation to a few different issues, and I asked (Prosecution Witness One) where 
he got his information from, and he refused to answer, but the thing about having been at 
school and having being upset, and so on...
 Judicial Chairman: Can we ask…can we ask you, you know, can we ask you the 
reason why you don’t want to discuss, um…. Y…you mentioned there about the holiday 
and… 

Matthew: Uh, um (acknowledgement). 
Judicial Chairman: …you know what I mean, we know, er, we know this isn’t 

evidence, that… but is there any particular reason why you won’t…? (3:11)
 Matthew: No, this is the thing that I’ve stated before to…to the brothers that I don’t 
attend the meetings, which is obvious, but I haven’t disassociated myself. So, if I…in 
technical terms, I’m still a Jehovah’s Witness. So, therefore, because I’m not attending the 
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meetings means that  I’m not in contact with the congregation. So, therefore, um, what my 
views are as a private individual are not being passed on to anyone else apart from the 
people who are already…were aware of them at the shepherding visit, and (Prosecution 
Witness One) actually commended me after the shepherding visit and said, ‘You’ve kept 
your own counsel, Matthew.’ 

So I would assume if someone’s commending you for not having spoken to anyone, 
and (Prosecution Witness Two) also said, in telephone conversation, ‘No one is saying that 
you’ve, um, tried to subvert anyone.’ So both of those witnesses have both testified 
independently that I haven’t done what they’re accusing me of, but because I said things in 
their presence about my personal views were or my opinions, then, at this point of time in 
coming forward together, I don’t know why both…I don’t know why they both came 
together and said the same thing at the same point in time. But whatever’s happened it’s 
focused at this point, and I haven’t been doing anything different than what I’ve always 
been doing.
 Judicial Elder Two: One thing I was going to ask you….I don’t  know you don’t want 
to talk about it, but I…I have to put this to you anyway, you know. Um, now, when I 
mentioned the Saturday when you were talking to your family …(indistinct)…um, now, 
you’ve talked to your mum and dad about things, right? Similar things to…to what, er, 
(Prosecution Witness One) and (Prosecution Witness Two) have mentioned there. Um, now, 
your mum and dad don’t want to testify against you, which I can understand, they’re your 
parents, and that’s the worst  thing you can possibly have to do, to testify against your own 
child, you know. 

But that really concerns me, Matthew. I know you’re not saying that you have, or 
whatever but, you know, we have…two of the brothers have spoken to your mum and dad 
who’ve have confirmed it but you just don’t want to go through what (Prosecution Witness 
Two) and (Prosecution Witness One) have just done, you know, and that’s a great concern to 
us ‘cause really what that means that it’s not just in a shepherding setting that you’ve 
discussed these things, you’ve also talked to your mum and dad about it as well, which is 
very stressing for them, you know. Can you understand what I’m saying? (5:23)
 Matthew: I understand…I understand what you’re saying, but I don’t….again, I 
don’t feel it’s relevant to the discussion, because… 

Judicial Elder Two: Well, I think it is (laughs).
Matthew: …because what you’re saying is that they’re not willing to testify that 

I’ve said anything… 
Judicial Elder Two: Yes. 
Matthew: …So if they’re not willing to say anything then it’s an irrelevance from 

your point of view of this…this judicial committee, because the two people who have 
accused me of saying certain things are the two people who have accused me, not anyone 
else.
 Judicial Elder Two: The two people who have spoken to your parents, um, their 
testimony of what your parents say  adds weight to it, (Prosecution Witness One) and 
(Prosecution Witness Two) say. You understand what I’m saying? I know your mum and dad 
aren’t here to testify…
 Matthew:  I know what you’re driving at, A......., but the fact is, that they’re not 
here, that’s why I’m not…that’s why I’m not going to discuss what they…what they may or 
may not have been told; because they’re not here.
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 Judicial Chairman: Right, that’s fine. Okay, we won’t take that any further. Um…
yeah. It’s just that you know we have these two witnesses that have testified against you, um, 
on a serious matter, and they both have testified, um, er, er, that you did speak about an 
apostate teaching to them, so that’s something that we have to take into account at this 
moment in time. (6:33)
 Matthew: Uh, um (acknowledging)
 Judicial Chairman: And we have to actually discuss this as elders here. Any other 
questions, brothers?
 Judicial Elder One: Um, yeah, just to…just to go back to, you know, the association 
with disassociated and disfellowshipped ones, how do you feel about that?
 Matthew: Um, I have…I have, er, occasion to associate with people on a work-
basis, so I have necessary contact, but, as you know, my wife is disassociated. 

Judicial Elder One: Yes, of course.
Matthew: Um, I also, as I said, I have, um, had to work with people in that capacity, 

so, you will  be aware that it’s not any different if I have to associate with my wife. I mean, I 
have to work with someone. So it doesn’t…it doesn’t really get to me in any way.
 Judicial Elder One: You talked earlier about your holiday to Arisaig. Was that 
necessary, um, association?
 Matthew: Um, I’m not going to discuss my private life, D...., as you can understand, 
because what I do with my private time, um, is my own business, and I’m not going to 
discuss my own private life because I don’t have contact with the congregation, um, on a 
week-to-week basis. So what I do in my private life, um, whilst, um, the Bible does have 
some things to say, I’m not involved in any serious wrongdoing. So, therefore, I’m not 
going to discuss how I fill my time.
 Judicial Elder Two: You…sorry…

Judicial Elder One: A film that was made with…with M…. Um, that’s not exactly 
private, obviously  (laughs), you know, because it’s on the world-wide-web. How…would you 
view that as necessary association?
 Matthew: Well, I’m not going to comment on that…that particular thing, um, there’s 
no evidence as to when anything was done or when the film was made or, even, who’s in 
the film, there’s no record of anything on any film of me appearing with anyone else who’s 
disassociated. The film contains me and some children, that’s all. So, therefore, apart…apart 
from what I’ve just said, I don’t feel it’s…it’s, um, necessary for me to comment on it. (8:40)
 Judicial Elder One: Uh, um (acknowledging).

Judicial Elder Two: Um, It’s…it’s…it’s not just (Prosecution Witness Two)’s 
questioning, er, your two kids. Um, (additional congregation member) has told us as well 
that you went on holiday with, you know, her family, you know, G…, I think is…I don’t 
know. She’s told us you were on holiday with them, you know. 

Um, you asked me, though, when I said it’s an apostate act by associating with, er, a 
disfellowshipped person, a disassociated person, or whatever… Um, the scripture here, if I 
could, er, show you this one, er, Matthew, er, the book of, er, Third John, all right? Do you 
want to look at this, or you just want me to read it to you?
 Matthew: Yeah, I’ll follow along with you. I know the scripture. I’ll follow it along 
with you. (9:20)
 Judicial Elder Two: Third John, verse…verse 9.
 Elders remind Judicial Elder Two that it is Second John
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 Judicial Elder Two: Oh, sorry, Second John, thank you. Second John, verse 9, it  
says: ‘Everyone that pushes ahead and does not remain in the teaching of the Christ does 
not have God. He that does remain in the teaching is the one that  has both the Father and the 
Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching never receive him into your 
homes or say a greeting to him. For he that says a greeting to him is a sharer in his work.’ 
You know, so in other words, the person who associates with a person who, you know, er, is 
an apostate, for instance, becomes a sharer in that actual work, you know. So, um, the 
association with M…, and, er, N…, obviously who’ve obviously  joined another…another 
religion, yeah, but, um…
 Matthew: As far as I’m aware they haven’t…they haven’t joined another 
religion…
 Judicial Elder Two: When I’m saying ‘joined,’ I think…I think they’ve been to a 
church.
 Matthew: What would you classify, A..........Would you classify them as unbelievers 
now? (10:29)
 Judicial Elder Two: Um, I don’t know, I can’t…can’t  really pass judgement on them, 
because I’m not…I’m not involved with their judicial case, I’m just talking about…they’re 
obviously disfellowshipped, they’ve, er, they’ve been attending churches, which, and for us, 
that’s sufficient is that for them to attend another, er, religious meeting, which… Now, no 
corroborating evidence, I’ve actually heard that yourself…you’d actually been yourself as 
well, er, to another church, which, I’d…I’d just like you to know, that is considered by us as, 
er, an apostate act.
 Matthew: Well, what I would say is, um, if you want to turn to First Corinthians 10, 
verse 27, and the Apostle Paul says there, um, regarding a meal, ‘If anyone of the unbelievers 
invites you and you wish to go, proceed to eat anything that is set before you making no…
making no enquiry on account of your conscience.’ So, what I would counter to that is that 
if you happen to be having some kind of contact with a person who is no longer a believer, 
which I’m sure you would classify M… and G… as – they’re no longer believers in the 
Jehovah’s Witness Faith… (11:40)
 Judicial Elder Two: Right
 Matthew: …and the Apostle Paul is saying that if you happen to be having a meal 
with an unbeliever, then don’t make any enquiry on the account of your conscience. So 
therefore, I would assume from that verse there, that, um, there are times when you would 
have contact with unbelievers and the Apostle Paul’s even saying, um, you could be invited to 
a meal. So, how does that square with your…your views when it says that in the Bible?
 Judicial Elder Two: There’s a difference between an unbeliever, um, say…say a 
person that, for instance, we meet in the field ministry  - they invite us in, have a cup of tea 
with him as we talk about the Bible, whatever. There’s a difference between them and a 
person who has renounced the Faith and who has apostasised (apostatised) or has, er, you 
know, been disfellowshipped or disassociated themselves.
 Matthew: Well, how many categories of people is there out there at the time of 
judgement when Jesus comes? There’s only Sheep and Goats, isn’t  there? So you would…
you would say that Jehovah’s Witnesses are the Sheep?
 Judicial Elder Two: Yes.
 Matthew: Yeah, so the Goats must be a secondary class. So, therefore, in that 
secondary  class must be people who are not believers that don’t make themselves Jehovah’s 
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Witnesses. So, therefore, I don’t see a third class, I just see people who are Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in good standing and people who are not Jehovah’s Witnesses. Now, I can 
appreciate, people who have been former Jehovah’s Witnesses and who have turned away 
from to a different course, perhaps even a different religion, but they’re not believers, um, in 
the sense of Jehovah’s Witnesses, and the Apostle Paul is only  saying that you can have a 
meal and not to let  it affect your conscience. So ultimately I think a person’s conscience has 
got to be their guiding factor in life and what I try to do. I try to live my life based upon my 
knowledge of the Scriptures… (13:14)

Judicial Elder Two: Does…does that…?
Matthew: …um, my relationship with God and my conscience.

 Judicial Elder Two: Does that verse, then, nullify the comment that’s made in 
Second John, then?
 Matthew: Um, well, what I…
 Judicial Elder Two: Does that contradict it or…

Matthew: I think…
Judicial Elder Two: …or you’re saying that was John wrong in what he said?

 Matthew: I’m not…I’m not saying that John was wrong. What I’m saying is that…
 Judicial Elder Two: Are we talking about two different categories? 

Matthew: …the overall harmony of the Scriptures has got to be addressed because 
the Apostle Paul was no doubt aware of the same things that the Apostle John was, and yet 
he seemed to be saying there that you shouldn’t, er, you shouldn’t make it an issue of 
conscience if you happened to be having a meal with an unbeliever.
 Judicial Elder Two: Well, no…no, it  doesn’t say it’s about the conscience, it  says 
that, ‘he that says a greeting to him is a sharer in his wicked works.’ Now that’s not a 
conscience matter. That’s definitely… If you have a meal or if you say a greeting, even, I 
mean, that’s not even sitting down to a meal or going on holiday with him - that’s actually 
just saying ‘hello’ to them.
 Matthew: I’ve actually done a bit of research on that, A......., and the Greek word, 
um, that’s rendered ‘rejoice’ actually means going into extended fellowship with a person in 
making a play of getting involved with him in a certain level rather than just saying a simple 
‘hello.’
 Judicial Elder Two: Yeah, would going on holiday fit that category?
 Matthew: Well, that’s the thing, A........ I mean, from your point of view, you’re 
saying the M… and G… have renounced…um, they’re apostates right now. Like I said at the 
beginning when I asked you what  the charge of apostasy was, the Biblical  charge of apostasy 
is somebody who’s turned away from God and Christ. Now, M… and G… consider 
themselves both to be Christians, so for…for…for someone to say they’ve turned away  from 
God and Christ and the Bible is, um…
 Judicial Elder Two: I shouldn’t have said that, no. What I’m talking about is 
apostasy…apostasy as we have defined as, er, the teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses… 

Matthew: Yeah, but do…?
Judicial Elder Two: See the thing is, Matthew, when we all get baptised we…we all 

go through the questions in the Organisation book and the…the sort of things that…
 Elders confer (Indistinct).

Judicial Chairman: Do we need the witnesses back in, Matthew? Can we just let….
 Matthew: Well, I mean it’s your call. I don’t have anything further to say…
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 Elders confer again (Indistinct).
 Matthew: Is it all right if I get a glass of water?
 All elders: Sure thing.
 Matthew leaves the room, and returns. (15:29) 
 Matthew: The reason I saying that, A......., is because the two…the two things that 
you’ve said at the bottom, at the start of the conversation, are slightly incongruent because 
you said here we’re not talking about the Biblical charge of apostasy…(indistinct). 

Judicial Elder Two: Well, It’s as far as what we understand it we’re talking about…
Matthew: …Jehovah’s Witnesses, yeah…

 Judicial Elder Two: …but it’s not for us to say that people who are no longer 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, um…they don’t believe the Bible, you know, that’s not for us. What 
we’re talking about is within this organisation. It’s a case of adhering to the way that, um, 
we understand the Scriptures, you know.
 Matthew: Yeah, but  that’s what I’m saying. At the start you made it clear that charge 
of apostasy  that…apostasising (apostatising) against the beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
Right, now, to call M… or G… a Biblical apostate inasmuch as…
 Judicial Elder Two: I don’t really want to talk about….
 Matthew: You know what I’m getting at? 

Judicial Elder Two: …they are disfellowshipped…
Matthew: (Sounds like:) We don’t know they’re disfellowshipped. (16:26)
Judicial Elder Two: So that’s the point… 
Matthew: The point is you’re using a scripture there to say, in reference to 

associating with disfellowshipped people when we’ve already established at the beginning 
that the apostate setting isn’t necessarily the Biblical setting. It’s the setting of the beliefs of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses who are using that as a Scriptural thing to try and enforce…You 
know what I’m getting at?
 Judicial Elder Two: Well, well, what we’re saying is…is the Scriptural basis is 
clearly not to associate with a person who’s no longer a believer, as it were, as opposed to a 
person who has never been a believer. We’re told that person’s no longer a believer, i.e. has 
been disfellowshipped, (indistinct) …or removed themselves from the congregation through 
disassociation.
 Matthew: Yeah, I understand that…
 Judicial Elder Two: You understand? But the point I was making earlier on, then, 
was that with the Organisation book, the hundred and-odd questions that we go through with 
the baptism candidate, um, they agree to these basic teachings as laid down by the 
Organisation of Jehovah’s Witnesses, the way we understand the Scriptures. 

Um, if a person was to say, ‘Well, I agree with the first hundred, but those, you know, 
those few there, I don’t really agree with that,’ they’ll never get baptised. I mean, it’s only 
because they agree, you know, with things…things like the Faithful and Discreet Slave, um, 
you know – what’s Jesus’ relationship to Jehovah – the relative-position, or whatever. Um, 
they  agree to all of that. And when it comes to the point of baptism, er, after the Dedication 
Talk, they stand up and they’re asked those two questions, and to both questions they say 
‘Yes,’ they agree, you know. And that’s basically why you’re a Jehovah’s Witness. You went 
through all those questions – you agreed with them, and then you answered the two questions 
‘yes.’ And then you went forward with, er, with the baptism itself. Now obviously  you’ve 
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changed your mind on some really basic things, er, according to our understanding of the 
Scriptures, right?
 Matthew: Er, like I said, A......., I’m only going to discuss what (Prosecution 
Witness Two) and (Prosecution Witness One) said. I don’t want to discuss my private views 
here because I’ve already had discussions with elders and it hasn’t had a good result 
because of what I’m doing tonight. So that’s why I’m not going to…
 Judicial Chairman: The witnesses themselves, we’re keeping the witnesses here, 
anyway. Um, they’re not allowed to go. Just to let you know this is the case, they must....they 
must… 
 Matthew: Why’s that? (18:41)
 Judicial Chairman: Because it…it may be, we may have to, er, speak to them…sp…
speak with them again…

Judicial Elder One: …in your presence…
Judicial Chairman: …in your presence. 
Matthew: Yeah? Oh, yeah.
Judicial Chairman: We wouldn’t speak to them without you and, er…in your 

presence. 
Um, now, what we’re trying to establish here, Matthew, is, er, you see, there’s a 

difficulty we have here as a committee, is Matthew,…the problem that  we have as a 
committee at  this moment in time is that you’re…you’ve, um… We’ve heard two charges 
have came against you and we’ve heard…we’ve actually heard what  you’ve had to say, but 
the difficulty that, w…, er, er, I’m having to reconcile here, is that  when we speak about 
actual, er, the teachings and beliefs that, er, that you have is that you’re not actually opening 
up to us a…a…and telling us. Now, al…although these things were brought against you in 
the past, um, er, you know, that you…you feel that you spoke to elders and they were 
brought…were brought against you. 

Um, we’re here to try to help  you to…to…to…to help you with your view…your 
views so that if you have turned away from Jehovah’s Witnesses’ teachings in any way, then, 
as I say, we’re here to try and, er, to…to try and help you, to remove any doubts that you 
have. But if you firmly  believe other teachings and the…the…the…the…these things that 
a…are not part of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ teachings, er, something that…that we’re finding 
difficult to…to reconcile, if you can understand that?
 Matthew: I can understand that, but as I said, I didn’t request this, um, action to be 
taken against me. You’ve stated earlier on that you don’t want to lose me from the 
congregation…
 Judicial Chairman: We definitely don’t, Matthew…
 Matthew: So therefore, to have a judicial proceeding in the first place to me 
indicates that your unwillingness to… (indistinct)…on the part of the two people who 
testified, that they do want to bring a serious charge against me…
 Judicial Elder Two: It’s a serious charge, yes, but…

Matthew: It could result…
Judicial Elder Two: …but what…what their desire is not to see you 

disfellowshipped, you know…is to clarify  that now, that’s not what we’re here for. You know, 
I mean…
 Matthew: But as I said…but as I said previously, I think, um, the…the shepherding 
visits are fine. People come up and try  and discuss things with me and I’ve spoken freely and 
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I’ve been honest with them about my own opinions and my own views, and things. Um, I 
mean, I don’t think that this is particularly the right setting to start going into my views 
again, um, given what’s happened in the past. 

Could I put a little scenario to you, for instance? (21:17)
Judicial Elder Two: Yeah.
Matthew: What would happen if, um, I hadn’t been to the meeting…the meetings 

maybe for a year or so, that you hadn’t heard anything about me and didn’t have any reason 
to suspect there was anything wrong, and then, um, two sh…brothers came together and gave 
me a shepherding visit  after a number of years had passed, and they  asked me about what my 
particular views were on a certain scripture. And I repeated my views to them about what the 
scripture…the scripture meant based upon my last understanding of it as a Jehovah’s 
Witness, and then they said, ‘Well, what you’re actually believing, it is, um, contrary to the 
teachings of Jehovah’s Wit…Jehovah’s Witnesses, what would happen in a situation like 
that?
 Judicial Chairman: Well, can I let you two brothers answer? I need the toilet, I’m 
sorry.
 Judicial Chairman leaves the room.
 Judicial Elder One: I think, you know, you’d have to take it on a case-by-case basis, 
wouldn’t you, so…
 Judicial Elder Two: (Indistinct)…terms tend to be hypothetical, really, you know.

Matthew: But you see my point. An enforced absence from the meetings would 
mean, like, for instance, since I stopped attending meetings, the identity of the Generation’s 
changed. It’s now the Anointed, whereas previously it was, um, it was the ‘wicked 
generation.’
 Judicial Elder Two: Right, just  picking up  from the comment you made, um, with 
(Prosecution Witness Two), er, and, I mean, I understand he’s talking about, you know, that, 
um, what’s…what appears in the literature is not – I can’t remember the exact way  he worded 
it or the way he worded it, or whatever – ‘not from Jehovah’… (22:53)
 Matthew: He said he doesn’t believe that everything that’s in the publications is from 
Jehovah…
 Judicial Elder Two: Aye, yeah, but  the very fact that it has to change shows that it’s 
not, because when Jehovah tells us something, you know, as, for instance, the Bible is 
inspired, it’s…it is…you know, the Bible doesn’t change, it’s always the same, you know…
 Matthew: That’s true, A......., I agree with you one hundred percent.
 Judicial Elder Two: The literature has to change because the literature is not 
inspired, so it’s a commentary on an inspired book.
 Matthew: So, would you agree, A......., that what’s contained in the literature is the 
teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses?
 Judicial Elder Two: Yes, mmm.
 Matthew: So therefore, by their very nature, the teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
fluctuate, right? from time to time and sometimes…
 Judicial Elder Two: …generation.
 Matthew: Yeah, sometimes from one extreme to the other.
 Judicial Elder Two: Yeah.
 Matthew: Now, if a person wasn’t in contact with Jehovah’s Witnesses, how would 
he know what he should have a firm belief on, like supposing he’d fallen away and he’s still a 
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baptised Witness and his brothers came ‘round and said, ‘What’s your views on such-and-
such,’ and you expressed an alternative view… ? (23:46)
 Judicial Chairman re-enters the room.
 Matthew: So that would be considered against the teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
And what if he said, ‘I don’t want to…I don’t want to change with the times and adopt a 
different view – you see my point? Er, so Jehovah’s Witness’ teaching, by  definition could, 
um, result in a person being labelled as an apostate, because they  could believe in something 
that Jehovah’s Witnesses taught at one time but then they no longer teach it, but they don’t 
want to change their view.
 Judicial Elder Two: I think…I think you, er, the example you use is of a person 
who’s been cut off from the meetings for - I don’t know what the reason was, sorry – 
enforced…
 Matthew: Fallen away, maybe.
 Judicial Elder Two: Yeah, um, hence the reason why  (Prosecution Witness Two) says 
in, um, er, Hebrews about ‘do not forsake the gathering of yourselves together…’ It is 
important that we stay awake and we keep  up  with, er, our understanding of the Scriptures, 
you know…
 Matthew: You see that’s……

Judicial Elder Two: …because that light is going to get brighter, especially as we get 
closer to the End, and we’re very, very close.

Matthew: That’s the thing, A......., what you said there was, um, that you agree that, 
er, what’s in the publications are the beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Now, you also agreed 
that, um, what (Prosecution Witness Two) said, um, that it’s not all from Jehovah. So, how 
do you know what to put… (24:53)
 Judicial Elder Two: Well, that’s what I’m saying, just to clarify, because I know what 
he’s talking about… 

Matthew: Right.
Judicial Elder Two: …the Watchtower is not an inspired publication.

 Matthew: I know. It’s not. I wasn’t suggesting that.
 Judicial Elder Two: That what he’s talking about, or, at least – I’m putting words in 
his mouth – that is what I understand he meant by that… 

Matthew: Yeah.
Judicial Elder Two: …I would agree, the Watchtower is not inspired. 
Matthew: I would agree with you as well.
Judicial Elder Two: I would agree with him, you know. So if that  was what he was 

talking about – yeah, he’s right.
 Matthew: Hmm, um (acknowledging)
 Judicial Elder Two: Um, so, in that  sense, well, I…I..could paraphrase the scripture 
from the Bible. Now, that’s not from Jehovah, that’s from me, but the content of my 
paraphrasing is accurate or is correct, you know, so, the same too with the Watchtower and 
Awake! magazines. They might be a paraphrase of what the Bible says, but it is accurate, it’s 
correct…
 Matthew: Yes, I can understand what you’re saying, A........ Um, what I’m also 
getting at is that, what you’re doing here is that you’re attaching so much significance to the 
actual teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses circa 2009, that if a person was to disagree with 
those teachings in 2009, those same teachings might not be the same in 2010 or 2010…2015, 
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for instance. So you could take judicial action against the person because they don’t agree 
with, or they don’t do a certain thing in being accurate, and then that could change. It could 
go back to which it was before, but you mentioned the light getting brighter, but the 
understanding just now, about the Generation, for instance, is said to be the Anointed. That 
was the teaching in 1927 – that the Generation was the Anointed, so you see what I’m getting 
at? 

It actually  went through…It started out being the Anointed, then the ‘wicked 
generation,’ then mankind in general, and now it’s back to being the Anointed, do you see 
what I’m getting at? If you could…If you were to adopt any one position in-between, then 
you could be accused of apostasy. So that’s what I’m saying about the tea…the beliefs of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. It’s not that I’ve got anything against teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
or…they’re welcome to have their own belief if they want, but if people attach so much 
significance to one particular statement a person makes of one particular belief, then it’s 
that…you can see… (26:59)
 Judicial Elder Two: (Indistinct)…too, is recognising the Faithful and Discreet Slave 
as having the authority to dispense the spiritual food at  the proper time. Um, now, Jehovah 
allows the Faithful and Discreet Slave to publish articles, er, sometimes that might not be a 
hundred percent accurate, not that he caused them, but he allowed them, and that sometimes 
there is…perhaps he has a reason for allowing those articles to, er, come out, you know. 

Um, with the previous understanding of the Generation that came out – I don’t know, 
I forget what the date was, um…was it…was it  back in the ‘80s, er, …(indistinct) …change 
in understanding of the Generation, quite a few left the Truth because of that, you know. Um, 
but they obviously weren’t prepared to wait for Jehovah to clarify things. Perhaps he had a…
a reason for that. 

I’ve no idea, but, you know, I can go along with that, I could…I could accept that the 
path, Jehovah’s reason for allowing certain ones to stumble, you know. For instance, er, when 
Jesus gave, er, you know…mentioned about that ‘unless you, er, eat my flesh and drink my 
blood, you cannot be saved.’ Now he could have brought…brought those disciples back and 
say, ‘Er, hold on, he didn’t…you don’t quite understand what I’m talking about here, let me 
explain. But he didn’t, he let it go and a lot of them just dispersed and abandoned….
 Matthew: That was in Sunday’s Watchtower, wasn’t it?
 Judicial Elder Two: It was, aye. But, um…so the thing is, you know, that Jehovah 
may allow things to go through the…the magazines, er, sometimes, which does have that 
dramatic effect on some people, um, but then again, just not that long ago we had that article 
about the Dragnet, you know, and how, you know, that the work that we’re doing brings in 
lots of different  kinds of people, um, but, you know, from using the illustration, some are just 
not the right  type of fish, you know, maybe they just don’t want to change, or they don’t want 
to accept certain teachings, and, as a result, it’s the angels that put them out, you know, and, 
um, you know, so, you know, that does happen…
 Judicial Chairman: Sorry, just going back to, to…you know, the brothers are trying 
to reason with you to try and turn you ‘round from, um, the beliefs that, you know, that you 
may hold, at this point, as…as you’re expressing them to us, um. And we as a committee, er, 
do want to help you in this matter, Matthew, um, but the…the difficulty that we may have is 
that, um, is that…is the trust in…in the Organisation and the Faithful and Discreet Slave at 
this time. Now, one of the points that came across from the accusations was the…the trust of 
the Faithful Slave. D…do you believe that at this time? (29:47)
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 Matthew: Like I said, um, R.., I don’t…I don’t want to get into my personal views 
again, um, about the Organisation. As you know I’ve been raised in the Truth (commonly 
used phrase about Jehovah’s Witnesses by Jehovah’s Witnesses) and I know…I know all the 
teachings inside-out. Um, so it’s not that I want to be deliberately uncooperative or 
anything, it’s just that I don’t…so I don’t feel  that I want to, um, disclose any more of my 
opinions about things; my personal views. Um, as I say, it’s nothing against you personally. 
It’s just because I feel as if I’ve had my fingers burned on this occasion, because I invited 
the brothers up in good faith and I’ve had conversations with (Prosecution Witness Two) 
on a personal basis and all-of-a-sudden (Prosecution Witness Two)’s decided to come 
forward at the same time as (Prosecution Witness One), when I’ve had conversations of a 
similar nature with (Prosecution Witness Two) for a number of years, over the years.

So for me to start expressing other things that I may have opinions on, it’s not a sign 
of my beliefs because I can’t be a hundred percent certain. A....... just  said that the Faithful 
and Discreet Slave can’t be a hundred percent certain because things change. So, for me to 
say that this is hundred percent what I believe, there would be no point in me saying that. It’s 
only expressed opinions or views that I had, um, and I’m not going to repeat  them here. As I 
say, I’m not trying to be uncooperative. It’s purely because of this setting. 

If this was a shepherding visit a year ago – fair enough, I would have a discussion 
with you, but I feel…I feel quite badly let down by what’s happened. Um, the charge of 
apostasy’s a serious one, as you know, um, which includes trying to promote your views to 
others and teach people. Now, both of the brothers in question tonight, both said I was doing 
the opposite. They both commended me for my confidentiality and (Prosecution Witness 
Two) also said that…
 Judicial Chairman: But can you see where we’re coming from? Of other things as 
elders we come across within the Christian congregation, er, th…th…that we deal with on a 
day-to-day business, um, you know, you are specifically speaking about the brothers and in 
the shepherding call when they  try and help you, a…a…and at that time, and y…y…you’re 
focusing on that, which is, er, something that…that you’re doing, but, as brothers, um, w…
we must look at their evidence and…and take what they  said as, um, as  the way that…that it 
came across to them and also the way…the way that it’s…that it’s viewed by others. (32:10)
 Matthew: Yeah, I can understand what you’re saying, R..…
 Judicial Chairman: And even though…and even…the way you spoke, you’re 
unwilling to speak about going on holiday, and things like that – to us, um, er, er, although 
y…you’re viewing it as a personal decision to…to…to do that, but i…if you’re not willing to 
open up to us as a committee you’ll find it very difficult…difficult to reconcile that if you 
have views that you have…that you have views that you have spoken about, um, that these 
views will…er, these views are…are wrong views and you’re repentant for them. Do you 
understand?
 Matthew: Er, I don’t feel I have to be repentant for having a personal opinion. Um, 
so from that point-of-view I’d have to disagree with you, um, but what I would state is what  I 
said previously, um, that the teachings and beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses, um, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are entitled to believe what they  want, um, but (Matthew is interrupted) …church. 
(33:22)
 Judicial Chairman: You stood up….you stood up  at that time. You’ve got the 
Organisation book there and I did quote to you to…to you, if maybe you could have a look at 
it. You stood up  and, er, you became part of this Organisation and you…you did say in your 
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baptism, um, you know what I mean, that you…that you would go along, if you like, with, er, 
with that…with that direction, um, of the Organisation. So, you…you know…you know it’s 
quite, er… We think that reconciling the two, that now, at this point of time, you no longer, er, 
you know, you no longer, er, er, er…want to, perhaps, to look to that direction. Is that correct?
 Matthew: It’s just because I don’t come to meetings anymore, R.., that’s all – I 
don’t come to meetings. Um, I mean, that’s the only thing that’s evidence against me is that 
I don’t go to the meetings. Any other views that I’ve got about the Organisation or 
anything that’s a teaching, or what I did when I got baptised, I’m going to keep it to myself, 
um, because, as I say, I’ve already stated I feel that when I expressed myself before it 
backfired on me. So… (34:36)
 Judicial Elder One: I mean, you’re talking about opinions and views. Yeah, we can 
have our own opinions and views, but  when…when it comes to, you know, actions, though, 
for example, associating with disassociated or disfellowshipped ones – that’s an action that 
people can see. So if…if individuals can see that you’re doing that, they  can have the effect, 
‘oh, that it’s okay to do that.’
 Matthew: So what you’re saying there, D...., is that there’s people the world, um, that 
you shouldn’t have any association with whatsoever and you should…you should ignore 
them in the street. Is that what you’re saying?
 All elders: That’s exactly what we’re saying (or words to that effect).

Matthew: Is there any evidence of Jesus shunning anybody or have there being a 
group of people or a certain type of person that he shunned or ignored completely when he 
was on Earth? … (35:30)

Judicial Elder One: Yes, yes, he did.
Matthew: Who would that be, then?
Judicial Chairman: It would be the Pharisees and their…their false beliefs
Matthew: He had lots of interaction with them, spoke to them as well.
Judicial Chairman: He also shunned them and he also turned his back on them and 

he…because he recognised at that time…he recognised that…that these people were people 
that were…that were harming the Flock of God, and that’s why we as Jehovah’s People, we 
do turn our back on others, um, er, personally. It affects me personally, for…for reasons 
known to myself and these brothers here, er, you know, I mean…

Judicial Elder Two: You have to recognise that Jesus had authority to do things that 
we don’t always…that we’re not equal to Jesus, you know, that he could…,whereas we can’t 
go against the scripture that R.. read earlier in Second John. That scripture’s not written for 
Jesus’ benefit. It’s written for our benefit.

All elders and Matthew speak at once (Indistinct).
Matthew: I know that there were people on Earth who Jesus would have had their 

card marked, but, if you like, but he did have contact with all sorts of different kinds of 
people.

All Elders: He did, he did, yeah.
Matthew: He did, yeah – tax collectors and sinners…
Judicial Elder Two: That was written for us, though, not for Jesus… (36:37)
Judicial Chairman: But in Jehovah’s spirit-directed his organisation which we 

belong to, that...that we follow that direction and if it says ‘go to the right,’ then as an 
organisation we go to the right, and if it says, ‘go to the left,’ because we put our full trust in 
that organisation and we ourselves are… But at this point, um, that’s how we’re trying to…
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to… We certainly don’t want to lose you, and that is the whole truth, because we do love you 
and, er, we don’t want to lose you, and we can turn you around from…from these acts that 
perhaps you have been engaging in, then that’s what we want to do, and if you have beliefs 
that are false that  are out there within the realms of Christendom – and Christendom has…is 
false, and it is full of false ideas and false beliefs, um, of that there is no doubt. 

There’s only one organisation that  gave us the truth and that is this organisation – 
there is no other truth, and there is no other organisation. Um, we really  need to appeal to 
you to turn…turn around. I…if you are on that course or if you are harbouring any of these…
these thoughts about these things, that these witnesses spoke to you about…or spoke…spoke 
here in front of…of us as a committee. If at all, that you’re harbouring these things, push 
them away and get away from them because they’re…they’re poisonous and they will take 
you away from the Living God. Does that make sense, Matthew?

Matthew: Yeah, I know exactly what you’re getting at, yeah. (38:12)
Judicial Elder Two: C…can I just  say as well, I mean, our objective, as R..... says, is 

t…t…to gain you, you know, to win you over, as it were. But we have three priorities and 
that’s the third one, you know. Um, the first one is to protect Jehovah’s name, you know, 
that’s the most important thing as far as we’re concerned, and the second one is to protect the 
congregation. The third one is to try and save the person, or win the person over, you know, 
lead them to repentance. 

Um, you know, like, t…to associate with disfellowshipped ones, for us to say, ‘well, 
it’s okay, Matthew, Matthew associates with them but nobody else can,’ you know, you know, 
that doesn’t work, really, you know, as an organisation, and, er, through the direction of the 
Faithful and Discreet Slave is quite clear from the Scriptures that we should not associate 
with disfellowshipped persons or disassociated persons are one and the same thing basically, 
that, um, these are individuals that are unrepentant, um, you know, from, er, what they  do, 
you  know. And if we…we were just to say, ‘well, we’ll be just like Christendom and, you 
know, we’ll let it carry on, then the rot would set in, obviously, and that’s no good, you know. 
So that’s why we have to be very, very strict about the association… (39:30)

Matthew: Uh, um. You see, the few things you just mentioned there, A......., um, 
Jehovah…, um, although I’m a baptised Jehovah’s Witness I don’t feel that, um, people are 
looking in and saying, ‘Oh, look at what Matthew Barrie’s up to or…’

Judicial Elder Two: Your neighbours know you’re a Witness…
Matthew: Yeah, but I’ve only been in the house a short period of time, I don’t 

actually know whether they know or not. Um, so from that point-of-view I don’t know how 
people would associate Jehovah’s name with me.

Judicial Elder Two:  I thought that’s the house you’ve always been in.
Matthew: No, I moved house just about a year ago…just about a year ago. The 

second thing is, you mentioned is the congregation. Well, I’m not  having any contact with the 
congregation other than that which was instigated by the two brothers, um, um, concerned.

Judicial Elder Two: You’re still recognised by the brothers and sisters.
All elders speak at once (indistinct).
Matthew: I know…I know what you’re saying; I’m talking in technical terms. I 

know what you’re getting at. And the third one is myself. Now, from what you’re saying is I 
need to be saved from myself because I have an incorrect viewpoint, but the first two things, I 
feel they’re not immediately evident from the point of view of my everyday activity, because 
I’m not really in contact with the congregation or anything, so I don’t know how… 
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Judicial Elder Two: I wouldn’t say that, Matthew. (40:36)
Matthew: But how could I endanger the congregation if I’m not in contact with it?
Judicial Elder Two: There’s quite a few of the brothers and sisters who, um, maybe 

don’t come along at present, but are still viewed as brothers and sisters, you know. The very 
fact that if they come, you know, or if we see them in the street, they’re still our brothers and 
sisters although they may be not attending just now, and as D.... says, you’re still viewed as a 
brother, you know. So what you do, um, I mean…you’re not renouncing, um, being a 
Jehovah’s Witness…

Matthew: No, no.
Judicial Elder Two: …You’re not actively doing that, um, and s…so as far as the 

brothers are concerned you are still one of Jehovah’s Witnesses unless we go up there and say 
you’re not, you know what I mean? 

Matthew: I can understand what you mean.
Judicial Elder Two: The way you conduct your action, um, is going to impact upon 

the brothers and sisters here, you know. 
Matthew: But are people aware of my actions, though, A.......? That’s my question; 

because I don’t…I don’t think I’m having a notorious impact  on the community or the 
congregation… (41:28)

Judicial Elder Two: Well, if they  know you go on holiday with a disfellowshipped 
family…

Matthew: See, how does information get out about a person when you have no 
contact? You know that must be through gossip if people…if people are talking about 
things.

Judicial Elder Two: Yeah, well, it’s common knowledge, you know. It’s common 
knowledge that you went on holiday with them.

Judicial Chairman: You see, the bottom line is…
Judicial Elder One: It’s not just the association with M…, it’s, um, you know, 

association with Terrance as well.
Matthew: I work with Terrance.
Judicial Elder One: Wouldn’t you constitute playing football with him as working or 

going to the cinema…
 Matthew: Well, I have…I have played football with Terrance on my lunch break 
from work, um, so I don’t view that as any different from my work, um, and he happened to 
be at the cinema one night I was there, so I know that there were some Witness people who 
saw us, but, I mean, these are things which…. I mean, how do you quantify the difference 
between, um, you know, working with someone or seeing someone in a different setting? I 
mean, it’s not going to have any impact on me, because if the danger perceived, um, danger is 
not going to have the impact on me that you think it’s going to have, because…
 Judicial Elder Two: No, no, it’s…it’s the overall… See, we’re talking about… Well, 
it’s not just the impact on you, it’s the impact  on the congregation, you what I mean. Um, and 
what we have to discern is not just a case of ‘did this person do this…this thing?’ Whatever it 
is – could be fornication or smoking cigarettes, or whatever. It’s not just  a case of 
ascertaining whether that it’s what the person’s attitude is towards what they’ve done. 

If you think of the example of Manasseh, think how the bad things of Manasseh did 
killing his children, and all the rest of it, you know, and yet Jehovah forgave him, because he 
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was repentant, you know, and that’s the key. That’s what we’re looking for are signs of 
repentance, you understand? (43:11)
 Matthew: Uh, hm. Yeah.
 Judicial Elder Two: It’s…it’s the attitude towards the thing, not a justification or 
self-justification, or whatever, um, but  it’s, you know, er, it’s just signs of repentance, you 
know, which, well…now it’s for us to decide whether we can see it or not, you know.
 Judicial Chairman: Do…do you want to, maybe, wait in the main hall…?
 Judicial Elder One: Is there anything else you…? 
 Matthew: I can’t think of anything else to say. I think it’s all been…it’s all been 
pretty much dealt with.
 Judicial Chairman: Are you happy with the way things are going, to a degree?
 Matthew: Well, I mean, I don’t know whether ‘happy’ is the right word to use in a 
case like this, but I think, um…
 Judicial Elder One: Do you feel that we’re trying to help you?
 Matthew: Yeah, I think you have done your best, and I think you’ve handled it in a 
dignified manner.
 Judicial Chairman: Do you feel that we’ve…we’ve done that?
 Judicial Elder One: Can I ask one more question?
 Judicial Chairman: Yes, D...., on you go, yes, you can just keep asking.
 Judicial Elder One: It’s about your association – Is it something you’d consider 
stopping, or that you feel regret over?
 Matthew: Um, my association with whom?
 Judicial Elder One: With ones who are disassociated or dis…disfellowshipped?
 Matthew: Well, D...., I can’t really  give an…I can’t show an answer for that 
because I’m in contact through my business regularly with people who are disassociated 
and disfellowshipped.
 Judicial Elder Two: We’re talking, though, on a…on a social level, you know.
 Matthew: I don’t really see anyone on a social level, um, because…
 Judicial Elder Two: We would…we would include going on holiday as a social 
thing, it not work-related… (44:32)
 Matthew: It’s like I said to you before, A......., if your family’s invited somewhere, 
um, you know…
 Judicial Elder Two: You’re the head of the house, Matthew, you know, so you make 
decisions for the holiday you went on, the one that Dave was going to go on, you know, I 
mean, but, er, …(indistinct). So he’s…he got his deposit back, and you went in his place, as it 
were, you know. So, that was an option which you had. You weren’t bound to it, um, you 
know, and you decide where your family  go or what they do, serving as a family head you 
have to accept that responsibility…
 Matthew: Yeah, I can see where you’re coming from entirely. From what D....’s 
saying, D....’s asking if I feel regret. Um, I have to associate by definition with people who 
are disassociated because my wife’s disassociated I have to…
 Judicial Elder Two: Yes, we’re not talking about…
 Matthew: So, the way I see it, anything which is an optional-extra, which maybe 
something you could opt out of, even only if it’s a small thing – is this going to make a lot of 
material difference to the fact that I have to see people on a regular basis, anyway?
 Judicial Elder Two: Principles. There’s a principle here, Matthew, you know.
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 Matthew: The underlying idea behind the principle is that the reason someone 
wouldn’t associate with a certain person is because of the influence that could be exerted 
upon that person. (45:45)
 Judicial Elder Two: Not just…not…not just an influence because it’s an act of 
loyalty or disloyalty to Jehovah, you know…

Matthew: Right.
Judicial Elder Two: …that’s how we see it, you know, um, that…. Um, so it’s not 

just a case of ‘oh, it won’t affect me, so I’m…I’ll be okay,’ you know. This is a question of 
loyalty to Jehovah because it’s Jehovah’s word that says not to associate with a 
disfellowshipped person.
 Matthew: Let me put a scenario (A hypothetical situation) to you, then, A........ 
Supposing I was doing some work with M…, um, which I was at the new year for M…’s 
company – I do a lot of work with him – and in the course of work we go and have to have 
something to eat as part  of our business. Um, where…are you suggesting that what I do is 
speak to M… while we’re involved in business, and then we were going to have something to 
eat in the course of business, I would sit  there and not say anything to him, or, um, in the 
morning when we’re not actually  doing business, um, I would ignore him and shun him when 
we’re actually getting down to doing business, I would say, ‘Right, let’s do this, A, B, and C.’ 

Do you see what I’m getting at? Do you see it  working at a practical level? It isn’t 
always easy  to apply  something that you’re suggesting on a practical level because these 
things merge from one to another, like the occasion I presume you’re talking about. If 
(Prosecution Witness Two), um, or one the brothers I used to play football with before they 
stopped inviting me, um, was playing with some ‘worldly’ people and he saw me with 
Terrance, now what had happen there is we’re out working, we’d stopped for lunch and we 
had a wee kick about and back to work again. Now am I socialising with Terrance 
anymore…? Do you see what I’m getting at – the lines can merge between…. (47:17)
 Judicial Elder One: Yeah.
 Judicial Elder Two: Yeah.

Judicial Chairman: Basically in these two instances, the answer is yes, you are 
socialising with them. If you…if you play football with them, you’re socialising with them…
 Matthew: So what I should do is, if I’m…
 Judicial Chairman: …and also if you eat with a disfellowshipped person, then 
you’re having, er, association with a disfellowshipped person…

Matthew: Right.
Judicial Chairman: …in that manner, and as you’ve just admitted to the committee 

here, that you’ve done both… (47:40)
 Matthew: So what I should really have been doing there – I take it I was mistaken – 
that what I should really have been doing is talking to him through business, and then 
shunned him for a little bit about, maybe at lunchtime and then resume my business again, 
not have lunch with him.
 Judicial Chairman: Well, If…if you’re in business with a disfellowshipped person, 
it’s very  difficult, but certainly they know that you’ve been in the Truth, that they know that 
there’s no way that you should have anything…you shouldn’t…you shouldn’t have been 
sitting there in a meal with him…
 Matthew: Right.
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 Judicial Chairman: …you shouldn’t be having any association in any  manner with 
him. So in…in both these instances, er, that is, er, classed as someone, er, associating with a 
disfellowshipped person, and, er, that’s just basically w…w…w..w…w…what the 
Organisation views it as… (48:21)
 Matthew: So I got that wrong then. What I should have been doing is what I said. I 
should’ve been… 

Judicial Elder Two: Aye.
Matthew: …I should be shunning him at that particular time, and maybe not 

having lunch and stuff, and then resume business in the afternoon.
 Judicial Elder Two: We can’t say to you, ‘you should not have business with a 
disfellowshipped person.’ Um, the sad thing is that when you do that, you put yourself in a 
very dangerous situation. You say you’re not influenced by them in a bad way. We would say 
you are, you know, personally, I would say that, Matthew. Um, but, you know, like, er, if you 
want to kind of dance around and, you know…and try and come out and put up a smoke 
screen, or whatever, that, you know…we can see through that. The point is, you have 
association with disfellowshipped ones which is not necessary, you know. Going on holiday 
with them, and even if it  were a case of, oh, by coincidence we’re in the same queue for a 
cinema, er, thing, you know, stand talking to him, and so forth – that is association, you 
know.
 Matthew: Who told you about that, incidentally?
 Judicial Chairman: We can’t…we can’t give you that information. (or something 
similar – indistinct) [49:26])
 Matthew: ‘Cause as far as I can remember it  was a baptised Witness who was 
standing talking to him as well. I happened to see him talking to him as well, so surely…
 Judicial Elder Two: Right, well, that’s interesting.
 Matthew: Surely that’s equally…
 Judicial Elder Two: I don’t think that’s the person we’re talking about, then. That 
was interesting, Matthew. There was somebody else there.
 Matthew: There were two people that were in the queue at the same place as us.
 Judicial Elder Two: Er, yeah. Well, anyway, all those things constitute association, 
um, by choice, you know, er, going on holiday, and as I say, you’re the…the family head, you 
know. So you’re responsible for that, and, um…
 Judicial Chairman: W…what we would say to you is that, um, no, t…there is a 
point, um, where, er, d…if you…, er, looking for help, then…then help is available, but, um, 
t…t…what we’re doing at  this point in time is that  we are judging a case, er, we’re sitting 
here a…a…as the elders on a judicial committee and w…we have, um, trying to, er, get you 
to…to look at things in…in a different way and I hope…hope that’s comes across, and we 
have tried our best to…to…to, er, er, help you here i…i…in this meeting. Um, I think it’s 
best now if…if the three of us discuss what’s going on, um, within the meeting and, um, if 
you could maybe step through…
 Matthew: Aye, not a problem at all.
 All elders: Thanks, Matthew!
 Matthew leaves the room while the elders deliberate on their judicial decision.
 (Edited Break) (51:09)

Matthew returns to the Kingdom Hall room.
 All participants talk at the same time.
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The Verdict
Judicial Chairman: Listen carefully to…to the evi…evidence that’s…that’s been 

presented this evening. Er, er, we’ve listened to what you said on…on the…the matters and 
the…the way that, um, er, you presented it, and, um, what  we’ve have to do at this point is, 
er, perhaps is look at a scripture. Could you look up that scripture with us at this point?
 Matthew: Yeah, if you want me to.
 Judicial Chairman: I’ll read it to you. It’s…it’s Sec…Second John, er, chapter…nine 
and eleven, er, and the reason we’re reading this, Matthew, is that what’s happened is the 
committee has found you, er, guilty of apostasy, and…and here’s the reasons just to..to…to 
let you understand the…the…the reasons why. 

First of all, with the two witnesses, um, Second John chapter 9 first  of all says, 
‘Everyone that pushes ahead and does not remain in the teaching of the Christ does not  have 
God. He that does not remain in this teaching is the one that has both the Father and Son.’ 

Now, we believe, er, from the two witnesses’ statements, that what they said w…was, 
er, really fact, that they took it on board that you were promoting the…the worship of 
Jesus. Um, the same point, that  if we look at verse… It is says here, it  says, ‘He that says a 
greeting to him is sharer in his wicked work.’ 

But this…this comes down to the, um, this actually  comes down to the s…, the…s…
second Scriptural reason why we believe that, um, that, er, that you’re guilty of apostasy is 
that you have association with…with…with your work colleague and that we believe you 
have admitted to us as a committee that you…that you have meals with him…a meal with 
him, anyway, and that you also have association with playing football with him.  Um, so 
these two instances, er, um, these two avenues, we…we do believe that…that you are guilty 
of apostasy. Now, what we would say, er, at  this stage, is for, um…at this stage we have to 
outline, er…That’s the scriptural reasons for…for the action that we’ve come to. (53:33) 

Now, we need to inform you that you may  appeal in writing within 7 days if you feel 
a serious error of judgement has occurred here and it’s quite clear, er, if you believe that 
you should make in your own writing the re…the reason for requesting the appeal, doing so 
within seven days and, er, if your written statement could be addressed to the judicial 
committee and given to..to the judicial committee and they we’ll take it on to this next stage. 

Um, the future reinstatement, er, of someone that is, er, disfellowshipped from the 
Christian congregation is that you put a letter into the body of elders, um, and, hopefully, er, 
er, that will be the case, that you will be reinstated into God’s organisation in the future. 

Er, um, we want to reassure you that…that, once again, right through the hearing, that 
we do care for you. We believe that this is the Scriptural reasons for apostasy, um, and that 
we wanted to assure you that, if you…if you want to be reinstated in the future, then we’re 
looking for works that befit  godly repentance. This would be a turning around, Matthew, fr…
from this course, th…th…that you’re on at the moment. We are…, er, we really believe 
that…that you’re…that you’re on a course that, er….a course that’s going to lead to…to 
death and we want to see you with us in that new world in…in the paradise Earth, ‘cause we 
do care about you, we really, really  do. Um, I hope that you can turn around, Matthew, and…
and come back to the Organisation. 

Um, any of youse brothers want to say anything? (55:33)
 Judicial Elder Two: Th…That’s it basically, Matthew. 

Judicial Elder One: We did, as you can tell, consider this long, long and hard. It was 
Scriptural grounds for our decision.
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 Judicial Chairman: Yeah, you see, er, t…t...the basis of that confession that  you 
made to us as well was the other basis of…of…, you know, just to make that clear.
 Matthew: I didn’t actually make a confession, R... What I said was a comment, if I 
was working with someone and if I have to go and have a meal with someone. I actually 
put a hypothetical situation. I didn’t say I was having a meal with someone.
 Judicial Chairman: Okay, then. We believe you did say that… (56:12)
 Matthew: Well, I’ll tell you what I said. I said ‘What would happen if I was working 
with someone – which I was, and, for instance, if I had a lunch date, would I shun the person 
rather than having a meal with him? That’s what I said. I didn’t actually say I had a meal 
with anyone…
 Judicial Chairman: So we’re quite clear, then, on..on…on, then – the procedure, for 
making your way back and the appeal for…for the basis for the appeal, then?

Matthew: Why is it that, um, when I made a request for you to put this occasion in 
writing, you refused it, but you asked me to put things in writing to you – If I was to make 
an appeal, if I was to request reinstatement? What’s the thinking behind that? (56:48)

Judicial Chairman: Th…th…I can’t go into that at the moment. A…all we can do 
is sit as a committee and follow the Organisation’s guidelines and we all say that we followed 
the guidelines to the letter. And we are no’ (not), you know, we’re no’ (not) really, um, 
basically, prepared to answer your question on that, because we don’t feel that this is part  of 
the judicial hearing, and the judicial hearing was for us to see if you had signs of repentance, 
to turn you around the…the course that you’re on, and, er, what we can say, Matthew, you 
know, er, if you get away from the…the things that…that you’re looking at, from…from the 
viewpoint that, even that question, and you’d just look to see how…how you, perhaps, you 
can turn ‘round from the course you’re on. This is something it tells you to do. Because, at 
the moment, um, you’re…you’re…w…. We want you back in the Organisation, and, rest 
assured, that’s what we want you to do.

Matthew: Well, do you know what, R..? This is how I view it. I wasn’t bothering 
anyone. I wasn’t attending the meetings and elders came after me to get evidence against 
me to disfellowship me. That’s exactly what’s happened here. Now, I hope you all can be 
quite happy with it, what’s happened here, because I…I said to you… (58:09)

Judicial Chairman: We’re happy with the proceedings, but we’re not happy we’ve 
lost you.

Matthew: Well, perhaps not the end result, but the fact is, it was you brothers who 
instigated this action against me and it was you who went looking for evidence and you 
gathered that evidence from shepherding visits and anything else which you may have…you 
may have… and I feel that’s inappropriate…

Judicial Chairman: Well, well, a…a…all I can say is that, if you feel that, then, w…
we took on board that when you spoke to them it wasn’t at the sh…at the time when they 
were doing the shepherding visit.

Judicial Elder Two: Hmm, yeah. I think we really  just have to leave it, and that, you 
know, Matthew. I’m afraid…

Matthew: I’m not saying it because I want you to reverse your decision. I’m saying it 
to make my point clear, that I feel it’s grossly inappropriate to obtain information from 
people on a…on a personal basis. (58:57)

Judicial Chairman: W..Well, what we would say to you is this, that we’ve done our 
best to handle this in the right manner. We…we were impartial when we came in here as 
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judges and we don’t have any partiality. When we sit on these committees we’re before our 
God. We can lose our lifes if we were partial. Um, so it’s nothing to do with men that we’re 
sitting here. We’re before our creator who we love very deeply.

Matthew: I’m not questioning your partiality, R.., or your motives. All I’m saying is 
that the actual…the actual process which you used to obtain the information. I wasn’t causing 
any…any bother and you come up to my door and say, ‘we don’t want to lose you, but we’re 
going to try and hold a judicial, establish your guilt or innocence of these accusations your 
fellow elders have presented to you.

Judicial Chairman: Well, we felt that…we felt that…that what is…what’s happened 
is…is the body of elders felt it was necessary to bring a judicial hearing. Um, we’re part of 
that body of elders and, er, it’s the way the Organisation works. What we…we’d say to you is 
that, please try and get back a..a…and don’t view, um…if you can just view this as, perhaps, 
a…a..a way of, er, thinking about, um, how you can get back, and how you can get a…a good 
standing with God, the Creator, er, Jehovah God, our God. Um, this is something we 
appeal…appeal you…for you to do. (1:00:29)

Matthew: I’m in good standing with God, R... 
Judicial Chairman: You really believe…?
Matthew: Yes, a hundred percent I believe that, yeah. That’s one of my personal 

beliefs.
Judicial Chairman: I…I know, I…I know that, even when I talked to you, um, 

through the meeting, that, er, even when we discussed these things… But we can’t go on and 
on anyway, but we just wanted to reassure you. Be reassured that we love you and although 
you’re…you’re out with the congregation now, um, don’t hesitate to…to come back anytime, 
um, and, er, you know, and make your way back because, um, we do want you to…to turn 
away from false teachings, basically, and turn back to…to the true God. Is that okay? 
(1:01:19)

Matthew: Yeah, that’s fine. Um, so, if I want to appeal this decision when have I got 
to have it in for?

Judicial Elder Two: Just within the seven days. 
Matthew: That means I have to have it in for next Wednesday morning, or next 

Wednesday some time…
 Judicial Chairman: Even if you just want to give it to…um, if you want to, er …
(indistinct). If you just, er…What day’s this just now? This is…

Judicial Elder Two: This is Wednesday.
Judicial Chairman: …Wednesday. So you can even have it and post it through, er…

 Judicial Elder Two: I…I would suggest hand-delivered. I mean, any one of us… 
(indistinct).
 Judicial Elder One: One of the three of us.
 Judicial Chairman: One of the three of us, yeah, okay? Rather than post it, like, 
you know.
 Someone: …Okay, we can do that.

Judicial Chairman: We hope things work out for you in the future.
 Matthew: I’ll be in contact with you…
 Elders: Thank you, Matthew.
 Matthew: See you later… (1:02:05)
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End of Transcript. (1:02:13)
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